
 

REACH FOR A DIFFERENCE: AUTISM SPECTRUM 

PARTNERSHIP NETWORK MAY NEWSLETTER  

 

Autism Spectrum Partnering Network: Partnerships in Action!  
Roadmaps to Resources 

R E A C H M o n t h l y C o m m u n i t y A c t i o n M e e t i n g 
First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 P.M., 240 Cypress St., Abilene Texas, United Way Building 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Reach -for -a-Difference/213909785362941  
www.reachforadifference.org reachforadifference@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Please visit our Website at www.reachforadifference.org to 

learn more about us and view our calendar for upcoming 

events and community happenings!  Come get involved! We 

look forward to meeting you!   

 

 

 

http://www.reachforadifference.org/


 

 

 

 

RESOURCES: ARTICLES 

1. Walk Now for Autism 2014-by Stephanie Prosser 

2. HEALTHY KIDS DAY-by Stephanie Prosser 

3. YMCA BASEBALL TEAM-by Stephanie Prosser 

EDUCATION:  ARTICLES 

1. Disability Conference-by Stephanie Prosser  
2. May Monthly Community Action Meeting-James Harless- by Stephanie Prosser 

AWARENESS/ACTION ARTICLES: 

1. Taste of Abilene 2014-Keri gets Craftyς by Stephanie Prosser 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT ARTICLES 

1. REACH Support Group welcomes The Joseph Thomas Foundation -by Stephanie 

Prosser with Amanda Morgan 

2. Autism Support Groups for Dads 

3. June 3rd Monthly Meeting-John Thomas 

4. Abilene Dream Center- by Stephanie Prosser 

HOPE ARTICLES: 

1. Dear 'Daddy' in Seat 16C Flight 1850 From Philly-by 
2. What I have Learned- by Paige 
3. Mirror, Mirror- by  Juile Fraser 

 

 

http://www.goteamkate.com/1/post/2014/01/dear-daddy-in-seat-16c-flight-1850-from-philly.html


 

 

THE WALK NOW FOR AUTISM 2014 

 

What a great ending to Aprilôs Autism Awareness month! The 

Annual Autism Speaks Walk Now for Autism held at the Abilene 

Zoo was a blast and a wonderful celebration.  This year REACH 

and its boothôs participants  

were caught ñred-handedò, er, uh,éand blue, and pink !  

REACH for a 

Difference loves 

connecting with 

families and 

keeping them 

close to our 

hearts! So this 

year we brought 

back ñPainted 

Handsò, a great 

activity from the past that allowed us 

to get close with the people who were 

truly interested in our resources and 

services!   This year we had attendees 

paint their hands and leave their prints 

on a drop-cloth with their names 

beside their hand print.  This family 

collaged cloth will be used as our 

tablecloth for future conferences and 

events!  We always want to showcase 

what matters most to us when we are 

out and about in ACTION; and that is 

the needs of the ASD families in our community!   



This year we were extremely excited to have our one of our Partners join us in the education and 

awareness celebration!   Sara Collins CEO of REACH invited our green thumbed partners Hug a Root 

Family Farms to join in on the festivities and offer an educational and fun activity for those who stopped 

by the REACH booth!  

Created by Josh and Pamela Casey, Hug-A-Root Family Farms is an organization of people in the 

Abilene/Big Country area of Texas that are concerned about the quality of food we eat. REACH and Hug 

a Root combined forces to provide supplies and materials for Pamela Casey of Hug a Root to offer a mini 

garden complete with gummy worms and frogs for the kiddos to dig in and practice planting seeds.  Each 

family could take with them a personalized plant potted/planted by their child to keep and watch grow 

right along with their child!  Hug a Root provided tools, seeds, and plants for the fun, and came energized 

and full of smiles!  

Hug a Rootôs presence was truly appreciated! Itôs cool to see how people and organizations that arenôt 

necessarily directly related to Autism can learn about ASD, educate, support others, and GROW (no pun 

intended)! 

Everyone had a blast! What we loved most about the Walk this year is getting to see everyone just 

coming together to show support and enjoy who they are!  

            

 



LOTS OF HUGS AT THE WALK FOR HUG A ROOT FAMILY FARMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YMCA HEALTHY KIDS DAY 2014 WITH REACH 

 

Thank you 

Britney Roberts 

for representing 

REACH for a 

Difference at 

this yearôs 

YMCA Healthy 

Kids Day!   

It was a free 

day of family fun! With a 

Fun Run, Karate, Cheer, 

and Dance Demos, Swim 

Lesson, Baseball, and 

Summer Camp 

registrations, Local 

vendors, an open swim 

and bounce house, with 

plenty of arts and crafts 

and prize giveaways!  

 

KEEP YOUR EYE OUT FOR 

NEXT YEAR!  



 

 

REACH RANGERS YMCA SPONSORED BASE BALL TEAM 

 

 

REACH for a Difference is proud to sponsor 

YMCAôs  RANGERS baseball team! Go guys Go!  


